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Christian Scientists 


The argument as to whether a Christian 
Scientist can be a conscientious objector 
was carried to a Federal Court in San 
Diego, Cal., last month. 

Judge Leon R. Yankwich settled the mat- 
ter by saying he could. He then imposed a 
sentence of one year in prison on the de- 
fendant, Curtis L. Zahn, who had refused 
to report to the army. 

The case created considerable stir in 
Southern California after the Christian 
Science Board of Directors of the Mother 
Church in Boston sent a representative to 
the hearing to state officially that there was 
nothing in Christian Science which could 
cause anyone to be a CO. 

Judge Yankwich pointed out that con- 
scientious objection was an individual mat- 
ter and if a man sincerely believed that 
Christian Science had taught him to be a 
CO, he was entitled to consideration under 
the law regardless of what the Mother 
Church felt about the matter. 

He added, however, that refusal to report 
to the army was disobedience of a legal 
order and that he had no choice but to 
sentence him. 

Zahn is the brother of Franklin Zahn, Jr., 
founder of the Pacist Principle Fellowship, 
a national organization composed entirely 
of Christian Science pacifists. 

Testimony that it was possible to be both 
a Christian Scientist and a pacifist was given 
by both Curtis and Franklin, by their 
mother, Mrs. Edith L. Zahn, and by Walter 
Theodore Liles, national secretary of the 
Pacifist Principle Fellowship. A. L. Wirin, 
American Civil Liberties Union attorney 
spoke for the civil rights of the defendent. 

After the trial, Walter Liles issued the 
following statement: 

“The decision made by Judge Yankwich 
on the religious issue involved is a fair and 
democratic one. It should make it clear to 
all Christian Scientists that their right to 
base conscientious objection to war upon 
the teachings of Christian Science is fully 
protected by law. The clearness of the de- 
cision permits of no confusion on this 
point.” 

Two years ago, Zahn had been granted a 
IV-E by his local and appeal boards be- 
fore being deferred as a married man. 
The present members of this board refused 
to return him to a IV-E status however. 


Score One 


The NSBRO chalked up a score for 
patience and reconciliation with the trans- 
fer last month of Francis Marburg from 
Mancos, Colo., to Bowie, Md. 

Marburg was ordered transferred by 
Selective Servive from Powellsville, Md., to 
the government camp last August although 
he had not requested the transfer and never 
received an official explanation. He him- 
self inferred that the fact that he used to 
live in Germany and that Powellsville is in 
the eastern defense zone might have had 
something to do with it. 

He went, however, under protest, and ap- 
plied immediately for re-transfer which was 
finally arranged through regular channels 
last month. 


Transfers 


Beginning immediately, about 200 men 
from Friends camps will be transferred to 
Brethren and Mennonite camps in an at- 
ware to equalize the CPS population. 

The moves were agreed upon by Selective 
Service, the NSBRO and the administrative 
agencies since AFSC base camps are gen- 
erally more crowded than those of other 
agencies. 

A carload of men (39) will be moved 
from eastern AFSC camps to North Fork 
and Three Rivers, Cal., both MCC units. 
A carload of MCC campers will be shifted 
to Downey, Ida., to make room for them. 

Sixty AFSC assignees will go to Luray, 
Va., and Sideling Hill, Pa... MCC camps, 
with a carload of men from those camps 
being sent to Hill City, S. D. 

Another 50 men from Friends camps will 
be distributed among other Mennonite 
units not including Hill City, 8. D., Hagers- 
town, Md., or Camino, Cal. 

To Waldport and Cascade Locks, Ore., 
BSC camps, will go a carload of west coast 
AFSC campers. Ten more will be trans- 
ferred to Magnolia, Ark., BSC. 

The Mennonites have agreed to move 
some additional men from Luray to Grot- 
toes, Va., if necessary, to make room for 
AFSC assignees who feel conscientiously 
unable to engage in emergency farm work. 


Congress Looks... 


“A conscientious objector is granted legal 
standing by the Selective Service Act, but 
at the same time is fined, in effect, for his 
views.” 

This was the conclusion of Represent- 
ative John M. Coffee (Wash.) who re- 
viewed the CO situation for the benefit of 
Congress last Feb. 9. His statement was 
not made on the floor of Congress but read 
into the Appendix of the Congressional 
Record as a part of his remarks. 

The complete statement follows: 

“Mr. Speaker, the United States public 
in general knows very little about the coun- 
try’s conscientious objectors, who they are, 
what happens to them or how they are 
treated. 

“Often they are lumped together in the 
public mind with draft dodgers, slackers 
and evaders. This, however, is not the 
case. Selective Service, the Department of 
Justice and the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
the Government agencies which have most 
to do with the subject, all carefully differ- 
entiate between the man who is trying to 
evade service and the objector who quite 
openly refuses to serve because of his re- 
ligious convictions. 

“Congress made definite provisions in the 
Selective Service Act for sincere, religious 
conscientious objectors by setting up for 
them work of national importance under 
civilian direction. In doing this it was 
guided by the Anierican heritage of protect- 
ing the freedom of belief and worship even 
of those unpopular minorities whose ideas 
seem to most people to run directly counter 
to the safety and best interests of the 
Nation. 


(Continued on page 2) 


Postwar Draft 


A two-day meeting in New York of rep- 
sentative pacifist groups last month laid 
the groundwork for opposition to proposals 
for postwar conscription. 

Timeliness of the meeting was emphasized 
by the announcement of the House Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee that it would soon 
hold hearings on the Gurney-Wadsworth 
and May permanent conscription bills al- 
ready introduced. Neither mentions COs. 

Many commentators in Washington have 
predicted that postwar conscription will be 
passed without much question although 
they foresee great obstacles to the pending 
labor draft bill. 

Major General Lewis B. Hershey has 
strongly advocated a postwar draft, stating, 
“This time we must not, dare not, go 
through the national throwing down of 
arms we passed through at the close of 
World War I.” He said that the past 40 
years seem to indicate that “direct avoid- 
ance of war by remaining weak has not 
worked.” 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt also favors post- 
war conscription but said she thought it 
ought to include women too. 

The New York meeting was attended by 
delegates of the Episcopal Pacifist Fellow- 
ship, Jewish Peace Fellowship, Seventh Day 
Adventists, Women’s International League, 
Postwar World Council, Fellowship of Re- 
concilitation, Christadelphians, Friends, 
Brethren, the NSBRO and several CPS 
men. 

Coffee Spoke 

Representative John Coffee, Washington 
State Congressman, in an “off the record 
session,” told the group what problems the 
pacifist might meet after the war. 

Considerable discussion followed the 
question as to whether it would be wiser to 
limit pacifist reaction to the bills to strict 
opposition, assuming no responsibility for 
any CO provisions, or whether, if a postwar 
draft is inevitable, they should attempt to 
see that freedom of conscience was guar- 
anteed. 

(Continued on page 2) 


SS to FBP to AFSC 


Both Selective Service and the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons have refused to pay the 
train fare of Arthur Berkowitz back east to 
his home. 

Berkowitz, a CPS parolee, was transferred 
to the Glendora, Cal., camp when Camp 
Gorham, N. H., was closed last spring. 
In December, about the time his accumu- 
lated “good time” (for good behavior) 
would bring about his release, he was eligi- 
ble for medical discharge by Selective 
Service. 

SS declared that it had never been 
properly informed by the NSBRO that 
Berkowitz was being sent west and, any- 
way, that he had never been a IV-E as- 
signee and the matter was the responsibility 
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

The Federal Bureau claimed that it was 
Selective Service which was responsible for 
the transfer west and that it had no budget 
item to cover such costs. It could send him 
back to prison but not home. 

So the Friends are paying the bill. 
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Postwar Draft— (from page 1) 


General sense of the meeting was that 
they should do both, meanwhile strongly 
urging that the areas of friction in the pres- 
ent act be eliminted. Specific suggestions 
under this heading included: 

Total exemption if possible. 

Civilian control, if any alternative serv- 
ice for COs is required, perhaps a civilian 
commissioner appointed specifically by the 
President. 

Alternative service, if any, to be in 
needy, perhaps dangerous and, if possible, 
foreign areas. 

Dependency should be provided for. 

Pay—with a provision for waiver for men 
who wish to work without it, although the 
waiver would not be publicized among the 
men. Accident compensation should be 
provided. 

Basis of exemption or alternative service 
on the grounds of conscience rather than 
“religious training and belief.” 

Classification and appeal procedure to be 
entirely civilian, speeded up and clarified. 

Provision for a CO register to help keep 
track of those claiming objections. 


Possible Amendments 


Paul Comly French was asked to draw 
up in legislative form as possible amend- 
ments the above provisions for considera- 
tion by any congressional committees deal- 
ing with the subject. Ray Wilson of the 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
will act as liaison for pacifist and other 
groups desiring to testify. 

Since any postwar draft would probably 
affect only those youths from 17 to 20 years 
old, the conference agreed that the CO 
problems presented a somewhat different 
aspect than at present. 

Few youths of that age have formulated 
religious or pacifist beliefs and the number 
of COs in the postwar period was estimated 
between 500 and 800 a year. It was also 
thought that dependency would present 
very little problem and the morale of the 
men should be considerably higher owing 
to the definite limitation of service. 


Congress Looks— (from. page 1) 


Brief Report 


“I would like to report briefly on what 
has happened since that time. 

“A number of men have felt unable to 
serve in combat units where they would be 
asked to kill, but have accepted service in 
the medical corps and other noncombatant 
divisions. “The Army has recently an- 
nounced that this arrangement is working 
out satisfactorily with only a relatively few 
cases reported where men were causing 
them any trouble. 


“Another 9,000 or more men have refused 
any type of military service with the armed 
forces and have been sent to civilian public 
service camps. An additional 3,000 objec- 
tors have been sent to prison, either be- 
cause they failed to receive a C.O. classi- 
fication and still refused to enter the 
Army, or because they were unwilling to 
go either to the Army or C.PS. A large 
number of the latter are Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses who generally claim ministerial ex- 
emption. 

“Since the Selective Act was made law 
however, Congress has not followed up its 
original intent to grant freedom of con- 
science to those religiously opposed to war. 
It has failed to provide for the basic needs 
of men in civilian public service despite the 
fact that this was established as a legal and 
recognized alternative to military service. 

“It is, of course, a public question how 
much attention should be given the con- 
scientious objector in time of war. It might 
be interesting however, to consider the fol- 
lowing little-known facts: 

“First. Men in civilian public service have 
at no time been paid for their work for a 
period of almost 3 years, despite the fact 
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that payment, not to exceed Army rates, is 
legislatively provided for. 

“Second. The Government does not pro- 
vide maintenance, beyond loaning the men 
vacant C.C.C. camps and setting up their 
work programs, which are rigidly enforced. 
Food, clothing, and incidentals are supplied 
in the main by three historic peace 
churches, Mennonites, Brethren and Friends 
—Quakers. Now, after 2 years, about 40 
per cent of the men are working for mental 
hospitals or other public institutions which 
provide maintenance, but still at no cost to 
the Government. Since the civilian public 
service program started the various religious 
groups concerned have raised and expended 
$3,000,000. 


Accident Compensation 


“Third. C.P.S. men do not receive acci- 
dent compensation and must pay them- 
selves or refer to their churches medical 
bills, even when hurt while working for the 
Government. Selective Service has twice 
tried to include C.Os in the Employee 
Compensation Act—benefits to be based on 
imaginary earning of $42 a month—but 
Congress has so far not permitted this. 
Two such bills are now pending—one on 
the Senate calendar, since last April; the 
other in the House Military Affairs Com- 
mittee, since last February. 

“Fourth. Neither are C.P.S. men in- 
cluded in any of the dependency legislation 
for servicemen, despite the fact that the 
draft of fathers affects both groups equally 
and their rates of dependency are about the 
same. This throws the support of their de- 
pendents back on the same church groups 
whose resources are already taxed with the 
support of the men themselves. The prob- 
lem is relatively new but it is beginning to 
assume major proportions. 


Possible Legislation 


“A House Military Affairs Subcommittee 
recently took an interest in this situation 
and is now—since last October—consider- 
ing a measure which would devote to the 
men’s dependency needs the money which 


they themselves earn but are not allowed to 
keep. There is now about $200,000 of this 
money in a special fund of the United 
States Treasury. ‘ 

“The National Service Board for Reli- 
gious Objectors, the central office for the 
church groups involved, has organized a 
Dependency Council to meet the more im- 
mediate, pressing needs, but is forced to 
look to Congress for any permanent relief. 
The Council has a working budget of $2,000 
to meet the dependency claims of 6,700 
C.P.S. men, in addition to the needs of 
close to 3,000 conscientious objectors in 
Federal Prisons. 

“Both the Selective Service System and 
the conscientious objectors themselves agree 
that the situation is being handled far bet- 
ter in this war than in the last. The dis- 
crepancies enumerated above, however, and 
the fact that about 3,000 conscientious ob- 
jectors have been sent to prison so far, 
would suggest that perhaps we have not as 
yet found the complete solution to the 
problem. 

“As the matter now stands, a conscien- 
tious objector is granted legal standing by 
the Selective Service Act, but at the same 
time is fined, in effect, for his views.” 

Martin Dies 

Nine days later, Representative Martin 
Dies (Tex.), chairman of the Dies Com- 
mittee, also referred to conscientious objec- 
tors in a report on Peace Now which was 
included in the Congressional Record ap- 
pendix. Said he: 

“This morning I talked to a represent- 
ative of the Department of Justice and 
urged that the Department lay all of the 
evidence in our possession before a grand 
jury in* the District of Columbia with a 
view of indicting these people as sedition- 
ists. 

“I recognize the fact well that people are 
entitled to their own opinions even in time 
of war. We have made provision for con- 
scientious objectors; but when people in 
addition to being conscientious objectors, 
insist on the right to organize during such a 
critical time as the one through which we 
are now passing, and disseminate propa- 
ganda throughout the country, sending 
some of it to the Spanish Ambassador with 
the request that the Spanish Ambassador 
use that material, even though it may fall 
into the hands of enemy propagandists and 
be used not only to bolster up the morale 
of their own people but in order to propa- 
gandize among our troops in foreign lands 
to deceive them into believing that there is 
a widespread sentiment in the United States 
in favor of immediate peace, such activity 
becomes treasonable and those who engage 
in it should be held accountable for their 
actions and activities. 

_“I sincerely hope the Department of Jus- 
tice will take immediate action against all 
those who are active in this movement.” 


Dependency 


The NSBRO’s Dependency Council is 
now assisting in 15 CO dependency cases. 

Twenty other cases have been investi- 
gated and reported to be in no immediate 
need of financial aid, and 68 cases are pend- 
ing, the NSB announced. 

“Our largest source of help in checking 
needs has been Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion members, and we have also used Breth- 
ren and Mennonite ministers and regional 
offices, such as the Northern California 
Service Board and Norman Whitney’s office 
in Syracuse,” the report stated. 























